
School of the Future has always been 

known to have an intimate environment in 

which students are noticed and receive 

personal attention. We have always 

valued critical thinking over coverage of 

content and student centered curriculum.  

Building on these strengths, we know we 

can do better for more of our students.  

With izone's support, students will 

experience intentional and individual 

progress in research, reasoning and 

writing. They will also create, experiment 

with and refine their personal goals. 

School of the Future 

A  New Approach to School 

Our school is part of a community, called iZone360, which is 

reimagining the traditional school model in order to address 

the needs, strengths, and motivations of each student. 



In grades 6-10 at School of the Future, 

students practice and develop their skills 

in research based argument writing and 

information writing.  Across English, 

Social studies and Science classes, 

students experience repeated practice in 

these Common Core performance tasks.  

We call this purposeful practice, The 

Matrix.  It prepares them for 11th and 

12th grade where students complete four 

Exhibitions - a rite of passage at SOF 

challenging students to design and 

implement research in Literary Criticism, 

Science Original design, Math and 

Historical Analysis and present their 

arguments to staff and students. 

Curriculum at School of the Future is 

designed for apprenticeship. Teachers 

design authentic experiences and 

performance challenges that reflect 

real world expectations and model 

best practices in each discipline. 

Following, assessments need to 

gauge students' ability to transfer their 

knowledge and skills to nuanced tasks 

and problems. Reflecting the 

philosophy of 'Understanding by 

Design' every lesson students' 

encounter leads them to 

Independently apply new content to 

consider authentic dilemmas 

successfully complete nuanced tasks.    

Next Generation Curriculum & Assessment 

How can we reimagine and transform curriculum and assessment to help all students 

meet or exceed the Common Core Standards and other rigorous academic 

standards? 

How do curriculum and assessments need to change to prepare students for 

dynamic and demanding colleges, careers, and communities? 



There are two main ways that students 

work on personal learning plans.  One 

is in STEP, with their advisors.  Step 

stands for students training for 

excellent performance.  Here, students 

and advisors design academic goals 

and action plans based on their 

achievement data and   Work samples.  

Through guided reflection, they adjust 

their goals and action plans.  Through 

performance assessments in reading, 

writing and math, students know their 

present performance and next steps.  

In our math program, for example, 

students work on teacher signed 

assessments  to pinpoint their personal 

recovery or extension plans.  They 

then knock out these goals through 

blended learning experiences. 

At School of the Future, students and 

families have seen their 'live' progress 

on engrade. - an online grading system  

Working with Teaching Matters, we will 

create a more robust data system where 

students and families can see their 

competency based grades and heir 

achievement on performance tasks in 

math and literacy.  Our grading policies 

reflect progress on high leverage skills, 

content and habits.  These 

competencies will be further refined so 

that students and families can see a 

clear story of their strengths and next 

steps across their classes. 

Personalized Learning Plans & Progress 

How can students work together with staff and their families to create a 

personalized learning plan that helps them reach mastery at their own pace? 

How can students receive frequent and detailed feedback on their progress 

toward mastery? 



Our students' work in English, Social 

Studies and Science is grounded in 

Independent and small group research.  

Units are designed to mirror the phases 

of research where scholars  get oriented 

to new content, Engage in specialized 

inquiry of their choice and present their 

claims in a sophisticated fashion.  By 

design, students treat videos, podcasts, 

primary sources, literature, data sets 

and experiments as their texts for 

research.  In their math classes, 

students work with teacher created 

podcasts, Kahn Academy videos and the 

Carnegie Math program in order to make 

individual progress on math skills. 

In grades 6-8, students remain with the 

same academic advisor in their STEP 

class.  Here, teachers move beyond 

their roles as 7th grade 'math teacher' 

or 8th grade 'Humanities teacher'.  We 

work with the students in the essential 

competencies that cut across all 

disciplines to foster intelligent students.  

In grades 9-12, every teacher is an 

exhibition sponsor for the 11th and 

12th graders as they culminate their 

SOF studies with their Exhibitions.  

Furthermore, through the Writing 

Across the Curriculum Matrix design all 

teachers collaborate to develop our 

students' writing.  

New Student and Staff Roles 

How will students take ownership of their learning and learn how to work in a 

variety of live and virtual settings? 

How will staff take on new, flexible roles as coaches and facilitators to guide 

student learning?    How can alternative staffing models help meet each 

student’s needs? 



With the support of izone, we have restructured our schedule to provide 

our Middle School students with academic coaching and differentiated 

small group experiences and our High School students with more 

personalized pathways and choice.  Online credit recovery, enrichment, 

and resources us to offer more entry points for our students looking to 

regain credits or pursue their interests.    

Flexible & Real-World Learning Environments 

How can we create flexible and real-world learning environments by re-imagining 

our use of technology, scheduling, and community/home resources? 

Our new online portal allows students and families to access their 

homework, grades and resources whenever and wherever.  Students 

can access classroom charts, model assignments, classroom wikis and 

resources in order to strengthen their assignments.  Through the online 

math skills tracker and the Carnegie Math program, students can 

recover gaps in their skills at flexible times. 



A 6th grade students in a 

coaching session with his advisor 

who is the 8th grade math 

teacher.  They are looking at his 

recent literacy performed based 

assessment and discussing 

possible goals. 

A Day in the Life 

A family is reviewing their child's 

current science grade and upcoming 

projects and discussing ways to 

improve. 

7th grade Humanities students 

researching topics of interest on the 

Colonial Area to prepare their argument 

essays for a student symposium. 

A 12th grade student presenting her 

math exhibition on packaging and 

derivatives to a committee of students, 

and tea hers including her 9th grade 

math teacher who is her sponsor. 

An 8th grade math student is checking 

his skills' tracker at home and logging 

on to Carnegie to practice for his next 

mastery assessment. 


